As an outgrowth of oxperience as a caseworker in Protective Services in Santa Barbara, California, the author developed a personal il1terest in learning more about characteristics of families with identified abused children. Associa.ted ".'1. th this personal interest is the possibility of identifying common elements of characteristics which might prove predictive and therefore potentially preventative in the area of child abuse. To consider family characteristics, the author examined materials gathered by CALM (Child Abuse Listening Media of Santa Barbara) aoo by others working in Protective Services in Sant.a Barbara.
For the purpose of this study, all cases of physical child abuse from the records of Santa Barbara County Protective Servi~es over an eight month period were re'T1.ewed a:nd compared with a control group which consisted of a random sample of all ca.ses referred t o protectiv'e services over the same period.
II. REVIZ.-l OF THE LITERATUrtE
Within the last decade, the social work profession has demonstrat ad a renewed interest in the problem of the abused child. This becomes apparent in reviewing some of the most recent literature compiled on the subject by the U. S. Childrens Bureau.
wnat has popularly become known as the "battered child syoorome" The battered child and his family has not bean a particularly well-studied area, partially because of the concept that children were the property of the parents and also due to the inherent methodological difficulties. The most persi tent charactedstics of the battered child and his family found in the literature can be described as follows:
(1) The battering parent exhibits a marked lack of associations with the outside world. His family tends to be isolated from friends and the community at large. (10) A certain degree of child abuse seems to reflect a general harshness in discipline given by the parents. The potential child abuser is characterized as tho parent ~ho experiencod an emotionally deprived childhood, is socially isolated and unable to trust others, is unable to receive adequate emotional support from his/her spouse, and often has unrealistic expectations of his/her children. Second, there must be a child who is seen as atypical or dysmorphic. Third, there must be some kind of crisis that preci.pitates the actu~l act of abuse. Often the crisis involves a loss to the parent of someone who had been able to "rescue ll in previous crisis situat.ions. 
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This author feels th& t we need continuing understarrling and sensitivity toward resolution of these roost complex problems. We need more knowledge and new legislation that uses that knowledge not to punish parents but to protect children.
III. RESEAI<CIi PROBLEM AND ITS t'LETHOOOLCGY
For the purpose of this study, child battering would be defined as any physical injury to a child caused by blows or physical violence where there is cause to suspect that the injury was an intentionally or wantonly inflicted action. 
IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BATTEH.ED C;dILD
This chapter is focused on the chara.cteristics of the target population compared with the control group. The following are selected areas in which the findings will be addressedl (1) age and sex of the abused child.
(2) siblings and posit~on in family; (3) severity and method of abuse. Resul ts regarding age and sex ShOlof that 11 of the sample of 20
(55,~) of the battered ~hild group were males while only seVen 0:' the sample of 20 <3sn were males in the control troup. There were four (25;; ) malos and two (10:~) females age 0-3 years identified as battered children compared to two (lOb) males ard seven <35~) females age 0-3 years in the control group. In the battered children group five (25~) of the children fell in the 7-12 year age range. Three (15~) of the children in the control group fell wi thin the 7-12 a.ge ra.nge. There were only four (25~) of the battered children group age l3-lb years while seven (35p) of the children in the control group were in the 13-16 years cstegory. In looking at data regarding siblings and position in fa~~ly, it is interesting to note that eight of the sample of 20 or 40i, cf the battered children were the o~{ children in their families. This is double the number reported for the oldest, middle, and youngest children in the battered child group. There were four who were the oldest in their families, four who were the middle children, and four who were In the study, data on education shows that there is a higher educational level for the families of a battered child than the control group. Five (20 i ) of tho wageearners of the battered child familj.es have beyond a high school education. Only two (lo-:b) of tho control group wageearners have beyond a high school education. rive (20i ) of the wageearners of the battered child families have less than a high school education and 13 (6 5.~ ) of the control group wageearners have less than a high school education. Firrlings regarding formal religion show that the!'e were 14 (70,~) of the families with a battered child who were involved in a formal religion. Eight (40.-b ) of the families in the control group were involved in a formal religion. Results of data on families new to the area show that 12 (bO E)
of the families with a battered child were new in the area of Santa Barbara. Ten (50~) of the families in the control group were new in the area of Santa Barbara.
The records of drug abuse were not set up in tables due to the lack of constant information. Records of heroin use and conviction were h1.gh in both groups and a few parents were identified as alcoholic. It was interesting to note that the target group had fewer noted records of drug abuse than the contr~l group.
VI. CONCLUSIONS
The purpose of this study was to identify characteristics of families with battered children which might contain predictive elements and therefore a potential for early detection or anticipation of those children at risk with regard to child abuse or battering.
The conclusions from the 5tudy would suggest several areas that may be evaluated on children referred for protective services. In this study, the author found the modal age of the battered child to be two years. Of the study group, more male children of ages 0-6 years were battered. The sex of children in other age ranges was not significant.
The l~sults showed that battered children were more often the only child in their families. Characteristics of both the target and control groups included low education and low income, suggesting that these factors are usulol in reference to cases referred to Santa Barbara Pl"otective Services.
However, the target group had slightly hiGher education backgrounds and incomes than the control group.
It was fourrl ir. the study tbat pa.rents who batter their children were often isolated and new to the area where they lived. There were fow friends and rela ti',es available to provida emotional supports.
A significant number of parents who batter t..'teir children were members of a formal religion. In a number of these cases, the religions were very controllir~ in the abusers' lives.
The ethnic origins of fa:nilies involved in abuse and neglect were appropriate to the general community.
Drug abuse was found to be high among pare!lts in both target and.
control groups.
The limitations of the study include limited populations and limited information recorded in case records. 30cial workers are not geared to record for research purposes. In some instances, statistical data was missing, however, it was possible to supplement some of the infonnation from eligibility files of Santa Barbara County'tlelfare.
It ...ould aid in predictability had a control group from the general community been ava.ilable to determine whether or not the stlldy group was similar or different from the larger society.
It appears that there may be predictive factors for children at risk. However. fUrther study is indicated and should include a more thorough, regularized recording process by all agencies to identify predictive criteria. Prevention could then become the process instead of the current reparative effort. Early intervention and counseling would appear to be of great importance. Programs other t.~an welfare, such as schools Ii'.rrl health departments, might be examined for predictive or prevent.ive criteria to provide early identification rather than await referrals t.o welfare.
Counseling progra:ns and. fa.'11ily life education for adolescents and adults in preparation for a.nd after marriage should be offered wi thin the public school systems of our cOrTl!llunities.
COJn.'l1uni ty progr~.ms offering opportunities for parents to discuss feelings and needs must be broadQned to ioclude resources, such as home~aker se:~ces, child care, ~nd opportunities for all parents to CO!lIrl!llnica";.e with ot.'1er peopl!;) on a ree;ular basis. A life line should be availa.ble in every cOnlm'.lrli ty s()ven days 8, week, 24 hours a day, to provide emotional support when it is needed.
We must strive for a therapeutic philosophy rather than a puni U ve one in oroer to ra.ise the level of human well being in our society and to protect our children. 
